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Background - Southeast Chicago
● Black and Lat inx working 

class community
● Superfund site
● Environmental Just ice 

groups organizing for 
over 10 years

● At least  8 recycling 
facilit ies and 1 on the 
way - General Iron

● Focused on 3 Plants: 
South Shore, Regency, & 
Napuck



Background - Hazards

● OSHA developed 40 page guide
○ Toxic chemicals - lead, mercury, 

cadmium, beryllium
○ Repet it ive mot ions
○ Noise
○ Cuts and lacerat ions
○ Heavy machinery - crushing, 

amputat ions



Centro De Trabajadores Unidos

● Small hybrid organizat ion -
community organizat ion & 
worker center 

● Health and Safety 
● Labor Rights
● Immigrat ion Services
● Community Educat ion



Objectives

● Document  hazards faced by scrap 
metal and elect ronic waste 
recycling workers in the 
southeast  Chicago area and any 
experiences of employment  
discriminat ion and labor abuse

● Generate recommendat ions 
concerning recycling worker 
health and safety educat ion and 
act ion steps with regulatory 
bodies and local government  
officials



METHODS

● Interviews
● Observat ions
● Secondary data collect ion
● Worker lunch site visitat ions
● Social media



Results
Number of Interviews 
Completed

5

Average Length of Interviews 30 minutes

Average Age of Workers 38.6

Type of Work Breaking & separat ing



Results - Continued



Results -
Continued
Themes

● Surveillance
● Temp Worker 

Vulnerability
● Racialized Dynamics
● Individualism
● Hazards
● Extreme Weather

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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Results - Continued
2008 - 2018 Southeast Chicago recycling facilit ies

Total Amount of Penalt ies Paid $66,837

Total Number of OSHA Violat ions 31

Number of Workplace Fatalit ies 3



Challenges

● Host ile management
● Limited relat ionship 

with workers
● Limited t ime frame
● Physical barriers



Successes
● Obtained workers’ stories
● Timely  - General Iron & 

Reserve Management Group 
merger

● Meeting with 10th Ward 
Alderwoman Susan 
Sadlowski Garza

● Care Package for workers to 
help with extreme weather





Recommendations
● Build relat ionships with workers
● Provide safety and chemical 

hazard t rainings
● Take stand against  General Iron
● Temp worker legislat ion
● Cont inue partnering with 

environmental just ice 
organizat ions
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Personal Reflections
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